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EXPLANATORY NOTE, 


This summary of crop statistics for the United 
States has been in frequent use, in manuscript form, 
for several years; and it is now published in order 
that field agents, crop reporters, and others may 
have it for ready reference. 

The arrangement of items and the grouping of 
years in the 5-year averages were made to meet the 
special needs of war-time work in this department, 
and are still found useful in making comparisons. 

The publication of this summary is to some degree 
experimental. Criticisms and suggestions are 
invited. When the results of the Fourteenth 
Census are determined, a new crop summary for 
the use of this bureau will. be needed, and sug- 
gestions based upon the present handbook will be 4 
guide in the preparation of the new edition. 
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